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RECOMMENDATIONS

1 General recommendations

The human, economic and strategic importance of scientific development for
developing countries, in particular for those of sub-Saharan Africa, and the
essential role that France should play command that:

1. Research in developing countries should be recognized as one of the pri-
orities of French national research policy.

Consequently, this priority should be clearly identified within the frame-
work of the new law for orientating and planning of research (loi
d’orientation et de programmation);

This priority should clearly figure among the objectives and the organ-
isation of the National Agency for Research and funds should be ear-
marked for it;

The contribution of scientific cooperation to development should be de-
scribed in the budgetary documentation of the Interministerial Mission
for Research and Higher Education (Mission Interministérielle de la
Recherche et Enseignement Supérieur).

2. The current array of initiatives and the difficulties encountered in imple-
menting a coherent national policy dictate that an interministerial structure
be put in place to provide national guidance and that structures responsi-
ble for coordinating the various partners concerned (research institutions
and universities) be created.

3. In this context, it is recommended that an inter-academy consultative body
(academies of sciences, moral and political sciences, medicine, agricul-
ture, technology) be assigned the mission to analyse and formulate specific
proposals towards achieving these objectives.

4. We recommend that, in close association with international efforts, na-
tional initiatives be taken to facilitate the emergence and the development
of an African Research Area, and the creation of an African Research
Council for sub-Saharan Africa.

5. It is essential that language be preserved in francophone countries and
that the necessary means be developed to maintain permanent links be-
tween the French and English-speaking communities of Africa.
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6. It is also indispensable that French efforts on behalf of developing coun-
tries be reinforced at the European level. In particular, the leading role
of France in European policy development must be renewed. It is a role
that has been played for a long time by our country.

7. The stakes are important and the efforts needed are long termed. They
require a policy of development strengthened by international synergies
and the active search for partnerships.

In this respect, the Arab countries can play a natural bridging role with
sub-Saharan Africa, in particular the countries of the Maghreb region,
and this role should be integrated into the efforts that are being developed
by France.

2 Specific recommendations

2.1 Education for all – Higher education – Research

1. In order to reconcile Education for all (recommended at the Dakar Forum
on education held in 2000) and the fact that a large number of Sub-
Saharan countries are far behind in education, maximum effort must be
made on the triptych “Population, Education and Development” because
of the very close integration of these three components. Consequently, the
workgroup recommends strengthening the support given to the action
initiated by CEPED, or French Centre for Population and Development
(GIS: INED, IRD-Paris I – Paris V – Paris X).

2. Specific and urgent efforts are necessary to help African universities, es-
pecially the francophone ones since these are going through a particularly
critical phase. In this respect, the report includes a series of proposals for
action (co-directed theses or alternating directors, sharing of the teaching
between developed and developing countries, etc.). The group suggests
that, under the sponsorship of the CPU, and in connection with the ser-
vices of the ministries and representatives of African universities (for
example, the CAMES or African and Madagascan Council for Higher
Education) and with AUF, which plays a leading role, a series of initia-
tives must be started to study the proposals formulated in this report
and examine the means to implement them.

Particularly, the role of the CAMES that helps guaranty the quality of the
local professors and researchers must be strengthened.

Regarding the reduction of the “digital divide”, concrete proposals were
expected from the World Summit on Information (Tunis, november 2005).
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3. The very high number of African students, often highly motivated, who
are enrolled in French establishments of higher education, must have bet-
ter information about French curricula (career prospects as well as re-
quirements for specific diplomas, importance of MASTERS for a better
preparation, etc.), under the responsibility of ÉDUFRANCE.
Among other necessary measures: improved grants for foreign students,
an appeal to the African scientific diasporas for a better supervision of
young students and the creation of incentives for helping the return of
graduates (post-doctoral grants for returning African graduates, Founda-
tion granting limited duration contracts, etc.).

4. Regarding the improvement of partnership conditions with respect to
teaching, the possibility of integrating the hours of teaching outside of
France in emergent or developing countries within the teaching duties
should be studied.
The creation of specific university positions dedicated to teaching duties
defined within the framework of international cooperation should be en-
visaged.
To help structure and consolidate the scientific communities of the sub-
Saharan countries, the creation of local research groups should be en-
couraged. The model that is already implemented by the GIS network
“AIRE développement” (8 scientific institutions) seems to be effective and
deserves to be followed. In parallel, the creation of mixed research units
recommended by the High Council for International Cooperation should
constitute a major facet of scientific cooperation.

5. Finally, the creation of new academies of sciences that are interconnected
within regional networks and benefit from the support of the Third World
Academy of Sciences (TWAS) and other various existing inter-academic
federations (for example, IAP or Inter Academy Panel) are factors that are
likely to stimulate the productivity and the quality of local scientific life,
while nurturing necessary expertise centres at the national level.

2.2 Thematic aspects

– Concerning thematic sectors (fundamental sciences, health, agriculture,
natural resources, ...), the workgroup considers it necessary to continue
and increase, in the African countries, the research efforts in which var-
ious French research structures and universities are involved.

– The workgroup expresses the wish that large-scale coordinated research
programmes dedicated to development be implemented. This sugges-
tion was already formulated by the High Council for Internal Cooperation
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in agreement with the priorities which were recently recognized by the
CICID (Interministerial Committee for International Cooperation and De-
velopment). Such an implementation which implies coordinated efforts
from various scientific institutions should be facilitated by the existence
of a national research agency for the development of developing coun-
tries or by that of a national committee that coordinates research in
developing countries.

In the more specific area of health, the report recommends:

1. pursuing the effort initiated jointly by the academy of sciences and in-
ternational institutions (IAP: Inter Academy Panel; IAMP: Inter Academy
Medical Panel) in support of education of women in developing countries
and reinforcement of their empowerment to make decisions, particularly
in areas concerning health;

2. the creation by the European Commission of EDCTP (European and De-
veloping Countries Clinical Trials Partnership). This partnership would be
a true platform for therapeutic trials in which many public and semi-public
French establishments involved in clinical research and therapeutic trials
could participate. It would constitute an initiative of significant impor-
tance for Africa (fight against tuberculosis, paludism and Aids). However,
this important programme has not yet led to concrete projects in spite of
numerous consultations, and the workgroup wishes strongly that this gap
be filled.




