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Who are we and what do we do?  



Smithsonian Institution 

The Smithsonian is the worldôs largest museum, education, and 

research complex.  

Á 19 museums  

Á 5 education centers 

Á 9 research centers  

Á 1 zoo 

Collection of over 154 million objects, works of art, and specimens. 
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The Smithsonian Institution  

Ç Believes in lifelong, experiential learning 

Ç Seek to drive large, visionary interdisciplinary and 

scholarly 

Ç Catalyze critical conversations and address 

complex challenges (and support others in this work!) 
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Smithsonian Science Education Center 

We are the only formal education unit within the 

Smithsonian and has been a leader in science 

education for over 30 years.  

Founded in 1985 

Renamed in 2013 
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Our Mission 

 

Transform science education for all students in 
the United States and throughout the world. 
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Shifting the Culture toward IBSE 

Ç In partnership with local 

schools, school districts, and 

ministries of education, we work 

on a long-term basis to improve 

science or STEM education 

programs through our Leadership 

and Assistance for Science 

Education Reform (LASER) 

model. This model provides the 

infrastructure to build local 

capacity, local ownership, and 

sustainability.  
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Leadership and Assistance for Science 
Education Reform (LASER) 
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The LASER Model  

76 Strategic Planning 
Institutes (SPIs) in the 
U.S. with over 1000 
leadership teams from 
47 states and 25 
countries 



We support schools, 
districts, and communities 
as they implement the 
LASER model through a 
series of scaffolded 
programs: 

1. Building Awareness for 
STEM Education (BASE) 

2. Strategic Planning 
Institute (SPI)  

3. Implementation Institutes 

Leadership Development 



©2017 Smithsonian Science Education Center  

K-8 Science Curriculum (STCÊ) 

 

Materials from our Electricity, Waves, and Information 
Transfer ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ {¢/ϰ unit. 

Science and Technology 
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