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Pairings 
Members of Parliament - Members of the Academy of Sciences - Young researchers 

 

 
Science, which is progressing at an unprecedented rate, holds an ever more important role within 
society. It is therefore crucial to increase mutual understanding between the worlds of politics and 
science. Politicians need to be aware that scientists work in a world in which the element of 
uncertainty means that they are unable to give the rapid responses that politicians would like to 
witness. Scientists need to realise that politicians need to take decisions that simply cannot wait. There 
is no doubt that when these two worlds are brought together, this will allow the challenges faced by 
each to be better taken into consideration. 
It is with this in mind that the Pairings were set up between Members of Parliament, Members of the 
Academy of Sciences and young researchers (following in the footsteps of the United Kingdom, which 
created the “MP–Scientist Pairing Scheme” in 2002 under the guidance of the Royal Society). The 
programme has been jointly run in France since 2005 by the Academy of Sciences and the French 
Parliamentary Office for Scientific and Technological Choices/Office parlementaire d’évaluation des 
choix scientifiques et technologiques (OPECST), who together organised five sessions, bringing 
together around 150 participants: Members of Parliament, Members of the Academy and young 
researchers. 
 
Aim of the programme 
In our society, we are seeing an increasing number and ever greater variety of scientific subjects 
engendering political debate (nuclear, climate, biodiversity, GMOs, neuroscience, nanoscience, etc.). 
It may be difficult for Members of Parliament without a scientific background to grasp the 
complexities of science and technology. 
The Pairings give Members of Parliament (MPs) the opportunity to familiarise themselves to a greater 
extent with the research environment through personal contacts and laboratory visits. They are a 
chance for them to create direct links with top scientists in which, according to a recent survey, the 
French place considerable trust. 
Conversely, the Pairings contribute to providing researchers with civil training by giving them an 
insight into the complexities of parliamentary work, both at the National Assembly and the Senate as 
well in electoral constituencies. Scientists discover the intricacies of the legislative process and how 
science-related texts are drawn up, such as the research budget. They become aware of the large 
number of matters that call upon the politicians’ attention. 
In summary, the Pairings establish an original dialogue that favours relations between science and 
society. 
 
Description of the Pairings 
These Pairings are based on the constitution of trios each comprising, on a voluntary basis, a MP, from 
the OPECST or from one of the Commissions of the National Assembly and the Senate, a Member of 
the Academy of Sciences and a young researcher from his/her laboratory. The presence of the latter 
epitomises the vitality of research and its future. 
As MPs and scientists have very little free time, the programme is short. The Pairings are conducted in 
three phases: welcoming of scientists to Parliament, visit of MPs to the laboratories, visit of scientists 
to the constituencies. 
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The three phases 
1st phase at the Senate and at the National Assembly (1.5 days) 
During this first phase, organised by the OPECST, contacts are forged between the members of the trios. The scientists 
are given an introduction to legislative work, under privileged conditions, by Members of Parliament, who present them 
with the role of the permanent delegations and commissions as well as the work of the rapporteurs. They attend the public 
session of questions to the government. They meet with committee chairmen of both Houses as well as political group 
representatives. The MPs of the OPECST present this Office. The “paired” MPs also introduce the scientists to the 
working environment of the two Houses and welcome them to their office, explaining to them the procedures used to 
conduct their work in Parliament. Lastly, the National Assembly President and the Senate President receive the members 
of the Academy and the young researchers, in the presence of various Mps and Members of the Academy of Sciences. 
2nd phase: welcoming of MPs to the laboratories (1/2 - 1 day) 
MPs discover the many aspects of the research profession, current research, partnerships, indispensable openings towards 
Europe and the world, the management of large labs and funding; they visit the premises and the equipment, and discuss 
with staff in order to acquire a deeper understanding of researchers' day-to-day life. 
3rd phase: welcoming of scientists into the electoral constituencies (1/2 - 1 day) 
The scientists discover local politics and the many different functions of MPs on the ground. 

 

Past these three phases, direct contacts are forged between those paired throughout the year and even 
beyond. This long-lasting, personal contact is what contributes to the originality and richness of this 
programme. 
 
The trios 

 2005-2006 2007 2009 2010 2011 
Number of trios 10 11 12 14 12 

 
At each session, the number of MPs from the Senate 
and the National Assembly was equal, except in 
2011 owing to the Senate elections. There has 
always been a balance between the different political 
affiliations of the MPs. 

 

 
 
The trios welcomed by the National Assembly President  
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The researchers’ scientific disciplines were the 
physical, chemical and Earth sciences, with the 
biological sciences (plant and animal 
biology, molecular and cell biology and medical 
sciences) in roughly the same proportion. 
 
Some extensions 
 Direct consultation of members of the Academy for 
a parliamentary report or a bill 
 Joint actions to raise young students’ awareness of 
careers in engineering or research 
 Bringing together of researchers and SMEs of the 
same constituency or region 
 
What was said: 
A Member of Parliament 
“Scientific discoveries generate enthusiasm but also mistrust from the public. Pairings between MPs 
and researchers enable the meeting of different worlds that coexist and yet are unfamiliar with one 
another; they are conducive to removing concerns.” 
A Member of the Academy of Sciences 
“These Pairings are a great opportunity for Members of the Academy to establish ties with MPS, to 
show them just how much science, its progress and its challenges for society are of the 
utmost relevance to them.” 
A young researcher 
“These Pairings are a great initiative that goes well beyond mutual knowledge or recognition. I must 
admit, I was a fortunate citizen to have been able to take part.” 
 

Concerning the Pairings, a paper in Le Monde (28 October 2009) was entitled: 
“Science + Politics = General Interest” 
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