
The Developing Countries Committee

Context

For over twenty years now, the French Academy of Sciences has devoted a non-negligible fraction of its international 
activities to reinforcing the scientific and technologic relationships between France and the African continent, thus 
including both the Sub-Saharan and the Maghreb countries. The Academy has organised numerous forums and 
conferences bringing together French and Africa scientists, focusing on general research, teaching and/or training 

programmes, or on specific topics such as health, agriculture, nutrition, epidemiology, demography or natural resources. 

Missions

In the context above, the COPED (Comité pays en développement) was created in 1997, with gradual extension of its 
activities to other regions round the world. The COPED embodies the desire of the French Academy of Sciences to 
contribute, via scientific development of the regions concerned, to solving major planetary problem-areas, by: 

	Promoting scientific education and research projects;
	Hosting or supporting forums on topical issues for developing countries;
	Establishing and maintaining links with national and international research organizations dedicated to 

development;
	Strengthening the links with the appropriate European Commission Directorates-Generals and Departments;
	Working in synergy with the Interacademic Group for Development.

Achievements in 2012

	A Capacity Building seminar organised in Paris, for representatives of the 17 African Academies of Sciences 
members of the NASAC (Network of African Science Academies); 

	International colloquium to foster a European programme for a network allowing researchers from developing 
countries to access to scientific data and collections of the European Natural History Museums;

	A ANSTS-COPED conference held in Dakar, Senegal, on the themes of Education, Scientific Research and 
Development in Africa.

Contacts

• François Gros, Honorary Secrétaire perpétuel of the French Academy of Sciences, COPED Chairman - francois.gros@academie-sciences.fr 

• Odile Macchi, Vice-President of COPED  - odile.macchi@academie-sciences.fr 

• Daniel Ricquier, Vice-President Foreign secretary - daniel.ricquier@academie-sciences.fr

Supporting scientific and technological development  
in developing countries
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The NASAC/French Academy of Sciences joint Seminar

Context

African academies of sciences play an ever more important advisory role in terms of their national science and 
technology policies. They also serve as important communication vectors for challenge that sciences and technologies 
represent today for social, economic and cultural development of the African continent as a whole. It was notably for 
the purpose of fulfilling this mission as well as possible that some African academies of sciences set up the Network of 
African Sciences Academies (NASAC) in Dec. 2001, with the support of the International Academy Panel (IAP). 

Objectives

The African academies of sciences can draw largely on the experience of older, similar institutions to optimize their 
organisation and their ways of communicating. The NASAC indeed, with this benchmarking policy in mind, requested 
assistance and expertise from the French Academy of Sciences, on behalf of its 17 member academies, just as it had 
previously done with the Royal Society (UK) and the National Academy of Sciences (USA). The French Academy 
replied favourably to this request and decided to jointly organise, with NASAC, a sequence of training events for the 
administrative officers of NASAC’s member Academies in network format. 

Action

Contacts
• Daniel Ricquier, Vice-President Foreign secretary - daniel.ricquier@academie-sciences.fr

• Jacques Fröchen, Deputy Foreign Secretary of the French Academy of Sciences - jacques.frochen@academie-sciences.fr 

Helping African academies to enhance their organisational 
capacity and communication strategies

Consequently, a Capacity Building seminar was organised at the Institut de France, January 26-28, 2012. Talks and 
presentations were made by both Academic Fellows and administrative Officers. During participative round-tables and 
workshops, the missions of an Academy as well as the tasks which contribute to the functioning of an Academy were 
addressed by the seminar participants. The Officers in charge of various services and departments of the French 
Academy were thus able to share with their African counterparts their personal experience in running committees, in 
publishing Advice Notes and Recommendations as voted and issued by the Academy, organisation of conferences, 
work-sessions for the Fellows, Prize award selections and ceremonies, communication work – press contacts, web-site, 
web-radio, international affairs... The Seminar also welcomed representatives of the Swiss and Dutch Academies of 
Sciences who were invited to talk about their own missions of institutional communication. 
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The Collect Access project

Context

Natural history collections, gathered during the last two centuries in European museums, were for a long time viewed 

as of minor importance relative to the economic development of the society.

These collections, like the cultural heritage, are an irreplaceable asset and are now raising new interest, mainly for 

the following reasons:

	Heritage, to the extent that they contribute to preservation of biodiversity on a world scale;

	Economic, since they constitute a possible source of development for the populations of the countries where 

these resources originate.

Animal and plant species in the collections, perfectly adapted to their original sites, have sometimes been neglected 

by the West, through sheer ignorance of their potential; this indeed is the context of the Collect Access project, 

supported by the French Academy of Sciences and the Muséum national d’histoire naturelle. 

Objectives

The aim of the project is to facilitate access to the European collections for third world scientists interested by some 

of the species; the scientists can be from the Mahgreb countries, the rest of Africa, from Asia or from South America. 

The project called for an extension of the EC Synthesys, that financially supports research missions and for European 

scientists or for persons originating in countries eligible for funding from Taxonomic Access Facilities partners.

Action

For this purpose, the French Academy of Sciences organised Oct.18-20, in Paris, a preparatory conference to draft a 

project to be forwarded to the European Commission. This conference welcomed participants from the academies or 

scientific institutions of 16 countries (6 of which were European - Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, France, Netherlands, 

Portugal) and 10 emerging countries (Algeria, Brazil, Laos, Lebanon, Madagascar, Morocco, Senegal, South Africa, 

Tunisia, Vietnam). 

Contacts

• Philippe Taquet, President of the French Academy of Sciences - philippe.taquet@academie-sciences.fr 

• François Gros, Honorary Secrétaire perpétuel of the French Academy of Sciences, COPED Chairman - francois.gros@academie-sciences.fr

• Jacques Fröchen, Deputy Foreign Secretary of the French Academy of Sciences - jacques.frochen@academie-sciences.fr 

Facilitating access for scientists from the Third World  
to European museographic collections
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The Franco-African Seminar, Dakar, Senegal

Context

The socio-economic progress of the African continent will depend on development of science, technologies and 
innovation, as was and is the case in industrialised and emerging countries. Notwithstanding, there are still several 
obstacles to implementing the needed transformations, notably in terms of regional and international co-operation 
and increased awareness by the national policy decision-makers as well as by some of the members of the scientific 
community itself.

Objective

The statement of fact set out above led the Académie nationale des sciences et technologies du Sénégal (ANSTS) 

and the French Academy of Sciences to organise an international conference with the following objectives: 
	establishing and implementing policies and programmes;
	reinforcing and improving the efficiency level of regional and international co-operation

in the field of Science-teaching-technologies-innovation for the future development of Africa. 
Seen from the African partners’ points of view, the conference has encouraged scientists to communicate with policy 
decision-makers and with local populations, to share knowledge and, above all, to plead the case for a development 
of sciences and technological innovation. From the French Academy of Sciences’ stance, working to reinforce 
investments of the European Union in actions associated with the scientific and technological development of Africa, 
the wish was that the conference would help young African scientists not only to amplify their exchanges with Europe, 
notably with France, but also to find, when they return to their originating countries, solid bases to allow them to 
develop their teaching mission and research work.

Action

The conference was held in Dakar, Senegal, Oct.30-Nov.3, 2012, and was largely open to all African nations, with 
the aim to reinforce regional African relationships. After the hearings of mainly African and French political and 
institutional personalities, allowing the conference to have an updated status of current policies, notably the PAC-STI 
(Consolidated Action Plan in favour of Science, Technology and Innovation) of the African Union, and other European 
and world-scale projects (Unesco, IAP, etc.), the following sessions were dedicated to 6 priority domains - energy, 
agriculture, health, environment, mathematics/computer sciences and water. Lastly, the conference examined the 
theme “Finance and research and teaching networks” for which a special session was organised.

Contacts

To help build an African Area for Research and Innovation

• François Gros, Honorary Secrétaire perpétuel of the French Academy of Sciences, COPED Chairman - francois.gros@academie-sciences.fr

• Odile Macchi, Vice-President of COPED  - odile.macchi@academie-sciences.fr 


