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A joint meeting of the French Academy of Sciences and the Academies of Sciences of the New 
Member States of the European Union took place at the Palais de l’Institut de France in Paris from 
the 9th to 11th May 2005. Although Cyprus and Malta do not have an Academy of Sciences, they 
were still represented at the meeting. 
 
The following conclusions were drawn from this meeting. 
 
The integration into the European Union of New Member States, most of which have a long 
scientific tradition, represents a vital contribution of new knowledge for the development of Science 
in Europe and the enriching of cultural dialogues. 
 
In this context, the Academies of Sciences, by virtue of the expertise of their members, their 
independence and their special position at the interface between Science and Society, have an 
increasing role to play in the stimulation and strengthening of European competitiveness. 
 
One of the main tasks of the Academies is to promote the diffusion of knowledge and scientific 
education. In this area, the following may be regarded as common priority objectives aimed at 
reinforcing European competitiveness: 

1- increasing the attractiveness of research for young scientists, 
2- an increase in the practice of co-sponsored theses, 
3- a balanced exchange of post-doctoral scientists, 

 
Excellence and scientific competitiveness rely on permanent strategies of rigorous evaluation. In 
this regard, because of the diversified expertise of their members, the Academies may represent 
resources which are insufficiently well exploited for international evaluation of projects and 
research programmes. 
 
In many countries, access to large pieces of equipment is a necessary condition for the achievement 
of scientific projects. To improve access to this equipment, financially favourable conditions, 
tailored to the specific situation of these new partners, should be made available through European 
financed programmes, in particular when there already exist high-quality research teams associated 
with the equipment. 
 
The multiple discussions, which took place during the meeting reaffirmed the existence of a broad 
consensus on the major challenges of European Research (European Research Area, European 
Research Council, Brain drain…). It was suggested that the use of structural funds for the 
development of scientific equipment in new member states should be considered. Unanimous 



support was expressed for the European Research Council project. However, it was emphasized that 
collaborations within the European Union should be encouraged and focussed on European added 
value in the scientific programmes. 
 
The members of the meeting unanimously expressed their wish that such meetings should be 
regularly organised. The possibility of creating, an inter-academy network (ERA-NET for Higher 
Scientific Education) at a European level was also proposed. 
 
In practical terms, Academies could in the future consider developing interactive strategies and in 
particular promoting: 
 

1. more co-sponsored international theses and co-sponsored research; 
2. a balanced exchange of post doctoral scientists; 
3. the launch of an European Inter-academy network for higher scientific education. 


