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Contributions of the French Academy of Sciences  

to the White Paper on European space policy 
 
 

The Space-Research Committee of the Academy of Sciences wishes to respond to the invitation issued 
jointly by the European Commission and the European Space Agency. It presents here its contribution 
to the preparation of a White Paper on the future of a European space policy. 
 
The scientific, technical, economic and political contexts of space are currently the object of a very 
profound transformation. In parallel, the needs which space can meet are nothing but increasing, whether it 
is a matter of science, services or collective security. In the face of the transformations now occurring and 
the drive to include space in the draft treaty, only a modernisation of space policy will be able to meet the 
expectations of European society.  
 
A complete recasting of the relationships between the protagonists in space activities is imperative, based 
on the example of similar approaches which, in the past, have enabled the United States and Europe to lay 
the foundations for their space activity. 
 
This recasting must strive for an optimal use of the existing consolidated resources, since the problems are 
primarily structural and political. A close coordination of the available national and European capabilities 
would represent an essential but inadequate first step. There is a need to strive to establish a true European 
Federation of all the capabilities, through the restructuring of the Agencies.  
 
The introduction of a principle of complementarity would make it possible to distribute tasks at the 
appropriate national or federal level. More specifically, this complementarity implies a redefinition of the 
involvement of the main protagonists (universities and research bodies, industry, Agency technical centres) 
in the European framework. In addition, the research and development activities, necessary to the 
preparation for new missions, also provide a far-reaching input to the industrial and scientific fabric, well 
beyond the space sector alone: a very specific effort by Europe, which paves the way for the future, must 
be agreed upon in this field. 
 
Finally, the importance of science appears to be seriously underestimated in the Green Paper. Science has 
been and remains an essential element of space activities.  


